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• INFLATION 

• STRIKES 

• RED SCARE 
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The world as it 
looked to many 
Americans after 

WWI, full of 
problems and 

dangers. 
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SOLDIERS 
RETURNING 
TO THE U.S. 
AFTER WWI 
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INFLATION 1913 TO 1925 

LEGEND 

1913 

1924 

1925 
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UNION WAGES ALSO WENT UP 

UNION WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK, NEW YORK CITY 
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DURING 1919 THERE WERE MORE THAN 3,000 STRIKES 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, INVOLVING MORE THAN 4 

MILLION WORKERS.  

THE TWO MOST IMPORTANT WERE THE GENERAL STRIKE IN 
SEATTLE AND THE BOSTON POLICE STRIKE. IN BOTH CASES 

THE NATIONAL GUARD WAS BROUGHT IN TO RESTORE 
PEACE.  CALVIN COOLIDGE, GOVERNOR OF 

MASSACHUSETTS, BECAME NATIONALLY KNOWN FOR HIS 
TOUGH STAND FIRING THE STRIKING BOSTON POLICE. 
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BOSTON POLICE STRIKE EDITORIAL CARTOONS 
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1919 
CARTOONS ON 
THE WAVE OF 

STRIKES 
SWEEPING 
THE U.S. 
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For four days in early February 1919, the Seattle labor 
establishment closed down the city and captured nation-
wide attention in the first city-wide general strike in U.S. 

History. Politicians and newspapers in the pacific 
northwest and throughout the country interpreted the 
action as the beginning of a Bolshevik-style revolution.  

JOHN L. LEWIS 
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THE RUSSIAN BOLSHEVIK 
REVOLUTION IN 1917 LED 
TO WIDE SCALE FEAR IN 

THE U.S. THAT 
COMMUNISTS WOULD TRY 

TO TAKE OVER THE 
COUNTRY 
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RED SCARE  

EVENTS IN RUSSIA AND EUROPE AND MASSIVE STRIKES AT 
HOME LED TO A FEAR THAT THE U.S. WOULD BE THE NEXT 

TARGET OF COMMUNISTS 
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PALMER RAIDS  

A. MITCHELL PALMER 
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AS A RESULT OF THE 
PALMER RAIDS 
HUNDREDS OF 

IMMIGRANTS WERE 
FORCIBLY DEPORTED 

TO THEIR HOME 
COUNTRIES  

“SHIP OR SHOOT” 
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FEAR OF OUTSIDE INFLUENCES LED TO 
RESTRICTIONS ON IMMIGRATION 
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SACCO 

& 

VANZETTI 
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DESPITE MASSIVE PROTESTS AROUND THE GLOBE 
SACCO AND VANZETTI WERE EXECUTED IN AUGUST OF 

1927 

THE FUNERAL DEATH MASKS 



21 

ROGER 
BALDWIN, 

FOUNDER OF 
THE ACLU 

THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION WAS 
FORMED IN 1920 TO FIGHT GOVERNMENT 

DISREGARD OF CONSTITUTIONALLY 
GUARANTEED RIGHTS 
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• HARDING 1921-1923 

• COOLIDGE 1923-1928 

• HOOVER 1929-1933 
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Warren Harding 
Twenty-ninth president 

1921-1923  
Born: November 2, 1865 in Corsica, Ohio  

Died: August 2, 1923 during his presidency while 
visiting San Francisco, California  
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Before his nomination, Warren G. Harding declared, 
 "America's present need is not heroics, but healing; 

 Not nostrums, but normalcy; not revolution, but 
restoration;  

Not agitation, but adjustment; not surgery, but serenity; 
 Not the dramatic, but the dispassionate; not 

experiment,  
But equipoise; not submergence in internationality,  

But sustainment in triumphant nationality...."  

Harding speaking 
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Harding’s administration was rocked by scandals. He said, of 
the friends he had appointed to high office, 

"My god, this is a hell of a job! I have no trouble with my 
enemies . . . but my damned friends... They’re the ones that 

keep me walking the floor nights."   
Three major scandals: 

1. In the Veterans' Bureau  2. In the Office of the Alien 
Property Custodian 3. In the Departments of the Interior and 

Justice. 
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MAJOR EVENTS DURING HARDING’S 
PRESIDENCY 

1.   INTOLERANCE OF FOREIGNERS OR THOSE WITH 
DIFFERING POLITICAL VIES 

2.  RED SCARE, SACCO AND VANZETTI, PALMER RAIDS, 
KU KLUX KLAN 

3.    EMERGENCY QUOTA ACT 
4.  WASHINGTON ARMS CONFERENCE (1922) 
5.  NINE POWER ACT - OPEN DOOR IN ASIA IS 

RECOGNIZED AND HELPED EASE IMPERIALIST 
COMPETITION. 

6.   FIVE POWER ACT - SHIP BUILDING FROZE FOR TEN 
YEARS. SOME SHIPS SCRAPPED. RATIOS SET AT 
5:5:3:1.75:1.75 BETWEEN U.S., GB, JAPAN, FRANCE, 
ITALY. 

7.  PASSAGE OF FORDNEY-MCCUMBER TARIFF (1920) 
8.  HIGH PROTECTIVE TARIFFS. EUROPEAN EXPORTS TO 

U.S. FELL FROM 5 BILLION TO 2.5 BILLION IN 1922. 
9.  ALLIES DEMAND FOR REPARATIONS FROM GERMANY. 
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ELECTION OF 1924 
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PRESIDENT COOLIDGE:  1923-1929 

“THE BUSINESS OF AMERICA IS BUSINESS" 

Coolidge was the least active president in history, taking 
daily afternoon naps and proposing no new legislation  

"CIVILIZATION 
AND PROFITS 
GO HAND IN 

HAND" 
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COOLIDGE 
AND BIG 

BUSINESS 
DANCING 
TO THE 

SAME TUNE 
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH PRESIDENT COOLIDGE 
IN 1924 
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FARMERS IN THE 1920’S DID 
NOT SHARE IN THE GENERAL 
PROSPERITY OF THE DECADE 
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ELECTION OF 1928 
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PRESIDENT HERBERT HOOVER 
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 "WE IN AMERICA TODAY ARE NEARER TO THE FINAL 
TRIUMPH OVER POVERTY THAN EVER BEFORE IN THE 

HISTORY OF ANY LAND.” 

HERBERT HOOVER, ONE YEAR BEFORE THE GREAT 
DEPRESSION BEGAN 

WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF 
TAKING OFFICE THE STOCK 
MARKET CRASHED AND THE 

GREAT DEPRESSION 
BEGAN.  HOOVER WAS 

PHILOSOPHICALLY  
UNEQUIPPED TO TAKE THE 

NEEDED ACTIONS TO 
RELIEVE THE SUFFERING 

OF THE UNEMPLOYED AND 
FARMERS NOR INITIATE 

LEGISLATION TO REMEDY 
THE FACTORS THAT 

CAUSED THE DEPRESSION. 
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• RED SCARE, ACLU 
• SACCO & VANZETTI 
• IMMIGRATION RESTRICTIONS 
• KKK, NAACP, MARCUS 

 GARVEY, ADL 
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EXTREME FEAR OF FOREIGN 
INFLUENCES BREEDS HATRED 
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WOMEN KKK MEMBERS MARCH 
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PUBLICATIONS IN COLORADO AND GEORGIA 
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THE KLAN SHOW ITS POWER AND STRENGTH 
BY ORGANIZING A MARCH IN WASHINGTON 

D.C. IN 1925 

50,000 KU KLUX KLAN MEMBERS MARCHING  

BY AUGUST OF 1925 THE KLAN HAD 5 MILLION MEMBERS AND 
CONTROLLED THE SEVERAL STATE GOVERNMENTS 
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ANTI SEMITISM IN THE 1920s 

LEO FRANK, JEWISH 
BUSINESSMAN, WAS 

LYNCHED IN ATLANTA IN 
1915 FOR A CRIME HE DID 

NOT COMMIT 

"THE IMMEDIATE OBJECT OF THE 
LEAGUE IS TO STOP, BY APPEALS TO 
REASON AND CONSCIENCE AND, IF 
NECESSARY, BY APPEALS TO LAW, 
THE DEFAMATION OF THE JEWISH 

PEOPLE. ITS ULTIMATE PURPOSE IS 
TO SECURE JUSTICE AND FAIR 

TREATMENT TO ALL CITIZENS ALIKE 
AND TO PUT AN END FOREVER TO 

UNJUST AND UNFAIR 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST AND 

RIDICULE OF ANY SECT OR BODY OF 
CITIZENS."  

ADL CHARTER  
OCTOBER 1913 

LOGO FROM: 
www.adl.org 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
FOUNDED, 1913 
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THE NAACP, WHICH WAS FOUNDED IN 1909, REFUSED 
TO BE INTIMIDATED BY THE KLAN. THEY HELD THEIR 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN 1920 IN ATLANTA, ONE OF THE 
MOST ACTIVE KLAN AREAS AT THE TIME. TWO YEARS 

LATER, THE NAACP PLACED LARGE ADS IN MAJOR 
NEWSPAPERS TO PRESENT THE FACTS ABOUT 

LYNCHING.   

THIS CARTOON 
SHOWS THE 

ANTI-
LYNCHING 

BILLS BEING 
PUT OFF BY 
CONGRESS. 
THE NAACP 
LOBBIED 

CONGRESS 
UNSUCCESSFUL

LY FOR 
LEGISLATION. 

LOGO FROM 
www.naacp.org 
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NAACP 
MAGAZINE,  

THE CRISIS 
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MARCUS GARVEY 
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• ROOTS OF PROHIBITION 

• 18TH AMENDMENT  

• VOLSTEAD ACT 

• PROBLEMS OF ENFORCEMENT 
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Anti-alcohol movements had been gaining strength 
throughout the 19th and early 20th century 

“Drunkards progress” poster that was issued in several formats throughout the 19th 
century showing the progression from “a glass of wine with a friend” to “death by 

suicide”. 
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CARRY NATION, A 
LEADING ACTIVIST OF 
THE ANTI-TEMPERANCE 

MOVEMENT 
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BILLY SUNDAY WAS A 
BASEBALL PLAYER WHO 
BECAME AN EVANGELIST 

CRUSADING FOR THE 
PROHIBITION OF ALCOHOL IN 

AMERICA 
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Amendment xviii 

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this 
article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of 

intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or 
the exportation thereof from the United States and all 

territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage 
purposes is hereby prohibited.  

Section 2. The congress and the several states shall have 
concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation.  
Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall 

have been ratified as an amendment to the constitution by 
the legislatures of the several states, as provided in the 

constitution, within seven years from the date of the 
submission hereof to the states by the Congress. 

THE 18TH AMENDMENT, 1919, MADE 
PROHIBITION THE LAW OF THE LAND 
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THE 18TH AMENDMENT 
WAS ENFORCED BY 
THE VOLSTEAD ACT, 

WHICH PASSED 
DESPITE PRESIDENT 
WILSON’S VETO IN 

1919 

CONGRESSMAN ANDREW 
VOLSTEAD 
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THE VOLSTEAD ACT IN ACTION 
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A MAJOR EFFECT OF PROHIBITION WAS THE RISE 
OF CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS FORMED TO SATISFY 
THE DEMANDS OF AMERICANS WHO DECIDED THEY 

WANTED LIQUOR IN SPITE OF THE 18TH 
AMENDMENT AND VOLSTEAD ACT. 
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AL CAPONE A.K.A SCARFACE 
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Deaths due to alcohol, Cook County, Illinois 
1910-1926 

Source: US Senate Judiciary committee 
Hearings on national prohibition, 1926 



59 

• SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT 

• 19TH AMENDMENT 

• THE MODERN WOMAN 

• NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
 WOMEN 
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1917-1918 
suffrage riots in 

front of the white 
house gates. 
Several of the 

women picketing 
were arrested. 

Six women war workers, 
representing thousands of others, 
were delegated to see President 
Wilson to urge him to support 

passage of the federal suffrage 
amendment. These women were 

employed at Bethlehem steel 
company's plant at Newcastle, 
Pennsylvania. They argued that 

the women were serving the 
government in war industries and 

felt the urgent need of federal 
enfranchisement.  
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SUFFRAGIST MARCHING PROPAGANDA POSTER 
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AMENDMENT XIX 
THE RIGHT OF 

CITIZENS OF THE 
UNITED STATES TO 
VOTE SHALL NOT BE 

DENIED OR ABRIDGED 
BY THE UNITED STATES 
OR BY ANY STATE ON 

ACCOUNT OF SEX.  
CONGRESS SHALL HAVE 

POWER TO ENFORCE 
THIS ARTICLE BY 

APPROPRIATE 
LEGISLATION. 

WOMEN GET THE RIGHT TO VOTE WITH THE 19TH 
AMENDMENT AUGUST 24, 1920 
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WOMEN VOTING IN 1920 
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THE ROLE OF WOMEN BEGAN TO CHANGE 
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WOMEN AT 
TURN OF THE 

CENTURY 

WOMEN IN THE 
1920s 
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WOMEN BEING ARRESTED IN 1922 FOR WEARING 
REVEALING BATHING SUITS 
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POPULAR MAGAZINE COVERS 
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FLAPPERS 
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THE NEW WOMAN OF THE 1920s 

1872 1926 
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NEW CAREERS 
AND 

OPPORTUNITIES 
OPENED UP FOR 
WOMEN IN THE 

1920s 
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• FLOWERING OF AFRICAN 
 AMERICAN CULTURE 

• WRITERS, ARTISTS, 
 MUSICIANS, ENTERTAINERS 

• OTHER PROLIFIC WRITERS OF 
 THE 1920s 
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Harlem Renaissance: 1919 to 1935, Harlem New York 
City 

After WWI many Blacks fled 
the south for better 

economic opportunities and 
freedom from KKK violence. 

Harlem, New York was a 
popular destination and 
New York city’s Black 

population swelled from 
30,000 in 1900 to over 

300,000 in 1930. 
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Black artists, writers, dancers, poets, historians, and 
many others turned Harlem into a center of culture, 

creativity, and exploration of African American roots. 
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Langston Hughes Zora Neale 
Hurston 
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AUGUSTA SAVAGE, SCULPTOR  

COUNTEE CULLEN, 
POET OF THE HARLEM 

RENAISSANCE 
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JAZZ WAS SO POPULAR THAT THE 20s IS OFTEN 
REFERRED TO AS THE JAZZ AGE 

DUKE 
ELLINGTON 

LOUIS ARMSTRONG 

BIG BAND 
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ERNEST HEMINGWAY F. SCOTT FITZGERALD 
& ZELDA, “KING AND 
QUEEN OF THE JAZZ 

AGE” 

GERTRUDE STEIN 
(ON THE RIGHT) 

OTHER 
PROLIFIC 

WRITERS OF 
THE JAZZ 

AGE 
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• RADIO 

• MOVIES 

• ADVERTISING & MASS CULTURE 

• AUTOMOBILES 
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RADIOS AND MOVIES: THE GROWTH OF A 
WORLDWIDE CULTURE 
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KDKA, THE FIRST COMMERCIAL RADIO 
STATION IN THE U.S. 

KDKA BEGAN 
SCHEDULED 

PROGRAMMING 
WITH THE 

HARDING-COX 
PRESIDENTIAL 

ELECTION 
RETURNS ON 
NOVEMBER 2, 

1920  

FIRST COMMERCIAL 
RADIO BROADCAST 
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In 2002 dollars the Lyric Radios 

cost $950.90 to $4369.00.  

ADS FOR RADIOS IN THE 1920s 
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MOTION PICTURES 
"    MOTION PICTURES BEGAN IN THE EARLY 1900’S 

"    BY 1925 MOVIES WERE THE FOURTH LARGEST BUSINESS 
IN THE U.S. 

"    THE EARLY FILMS WERE SILENT AND BLACK AND WHITE 

"    THE FIRST PICTURE WITH SOUND THE JAZZ SINGER WAS      
INTRODUCED IN 1927  

"    WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF “TALKIES” MOVIE 
ATTENDANCE WENT FROM 40 MILLION IN 1922 TO OVER 85 
MILLION IN 1929 

"    THERE WERE OVER 30,000 MOVIE THEATERS AND MOST 
PEOPLE WENT TO THE MOVIES AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK 

"    NEWSREELS WERE SHOWN THAT ALLOWED PEOPLE FOR 
THE FIRST TIME TO SEE FILMED NEWS  COVERAGE FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD 

"    HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA  BECAME THE CENTER OF THE 
FILM INDUSTRY AND MOVIE STARS SET THE TONE FOR 
FASHION AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 
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THE JAZZ 
SINGER WAS 

THE FIRST 
SUCCESSFUL 

TALKING 
PICTURE 
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MOVIE “PALACES” WERE BUILT TO ENHANCE THE MOVIE 
GOING EXPERIENCE  
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MOVIE 
STARS 

CLARA BOW 

MARY PICKFORD 

CHARLIE CHAPLIN 

RUDOLPH VALENTINO 
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ADVERTISING BECAME THE VEHICLE 
TO SELL MASS CULTURE 
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1930’S HOME FURNISHINGS 

WITH INSTALLMENT (CREDIT) PRICES 



93 

PROFESSIONAL AND COLLEGE SPORTS BECAME 
VERY POPULAR IN THE 1920s 

BABE RUTH AND 1927 
YANKEES  

BASEBALL, FOOTBALL, BOXING, TENNIS AND GOLF AND OTHER 
SPECTATOR SPORTS GAINED HUGE FOLLOWINGS IN THE 1920s 



94 

THE AUTOMOBILE, ELECTRICITY AND HOUSING 
INDUSTRIES WERE THE MAJOR FACTORS 

FUELING THE ECONOMIC “BOOM” OF THE 1920s 
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HENRY FORD, THE MAN WHO REVOLUTIONIZED 
MANUFACTURING BY MECHANIZING THE 
ASSEMBLY LINE MODE OF PRODUCTION 

IN 1925 FORD WAS PRODUCING NEW 
MODEL T’S AT THE RATE OF ONE 

EVERY TEN SECONDS.  
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ASSEMBLY LINE PRODUCTION 
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$265 =$2742 IN 2002 
DOLLARS 

$685.00 =$7089.00 IN 2002 
DOLLARS 

$775.00 =$7863.00 ON 2002 
DOLLARS 
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INADEQUATE PARKING AND ROADS WERE 
APPARENT BY THE MID 1920s 
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$10,000 IN 
1927 WOULD 
BE EQUAL TO 
$103,390 IN 

2002 DOLLARS 

THE AVERAGE 
INCOME WAS 
$2200 A YEAR 

OR $22,743 
IN 2002 
DOLLARS 
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• SCOPES TRIAL 

• CHARLES LINDBERGH 

• FADS OF THE 1920s 

• KING TUT’S TOMB IS FOUND 

• STOCK MARKET CRASH 
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    SCOPES TRIAL 

THE ACLU RAN AN AD IN THE LOCAL DAYTON, TENNESSEE PAPER 
LOOKING FOR A TEACHER WHO WOULD HELP TO CHALLENGE THE 

CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE NEW LAW FORBIDDING THE 
TEACHING OF EVOLUTION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.  

JOHN 
SCOPES, 

THE 
TEACHER  

WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN, THE 
PROSECUTOR 

CLARENCE DARROW, THE 
DEFENSE LAWYER 
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The July 1925 trial quickly turned into a 
media circus with  banners decorating the 

streets. Food and drink stands were set 
up. Rumors were that chimpanzees had 
been brought to town to testify for the 
prosecution. The press descended on 

Dayton with editorial cartoonists and had 
a field day ridiculing the trial. 
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The trial ended with a confrontation between Bryan on the witness stand 
and Darrow questioning him about creation theory. Bryan was unable to 

convincingly defend his position, although because the judge did not 
allow any discussion about the validity of evolutionary theory scopes was 

found guilty and fined $100.00. Later the conviction was thrown out in 
the appeal. However the law was not repealed until 1967. 
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LINDBERGH FLIES ACROSS THE ATLANTIC SOLO 
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FADS 
OF 

THE 
1920s 

 Flagpole Sitting  

 Flappers 

 Mahjongg 

 Freudianism  

 Dance Marathons 
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In November of 1923, the greatest archaeological discovery 
of the 20th century was revealed: the opening of the Egyptian 

pharaoh Tutankhamen's 3300 year old tomb.  
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THE STOCK MARKET, SYMBOL OF PROSPERITY, 
CAME CRASHING DOWN IN OCTOBER OF 1929 
BRINGING ON THE GREATEST DEPRESSION IN 

WORLD HISTORY. 
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HMS Historical Media, a division of Multimedia 
Learning, LLC, has 26 classroom ready historical 

simulation games available on various topics.  


