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Newsreel “special effects" making fun of 
Hitler and his army 
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Brazil 

India 
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Sept. 
1  German Army invades Poland  

Sept. 
3  Britain and France declare war on Germany  

Sept. 
17  

Red Army invades Poland in accordance with 
Nazi-Soviet Pact  

Sept. 
27  Warsaw falls to the Nazis  

Nov. 
30  Red Army attacks Finland  

Dec. 
14  Soviet Union kicked out of League of Nations  

TIMELINE:1939 
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MILITARY UNIT GERMANY POLAND 

INFANTRY 
DIVISIONS 

46 38 

MOTORIZED 
DIVISIONS 

4 ¾ 11 CALVALRY 
BRIGADES(HORSES) 

TANK DIVISIONS 7 NONE 
TANKS 3200 600  

BOMBERS 1176 146 
FIGHTERS 771 315 

OTHER PLANES 1337 381 

MILITARY STRENGTH COMPARSION BETWEEN 
GERMANY AND POLAND IN 1939 
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HITLER INVADES POLAND:SEPTEMBER 1, 1939 
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BRITISH PRIME 
MINISTER 

CHAMBERLAIN’S 
WAR SPEECH 

SEPTEMBER 3, 
1939 
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Population and industrial production at start of WWII 
(*France was conquered by Germany in 1940 

**Germany includes Austria) 

NATION POPULATION IN 1939 TONS OF STEEL 
PRODUCED 

UK 48,000,000 13,000,000 

USSR 190,000,000 19,000,000 

USA 132,000,000 51,000,000 

FRANCE* 42,000,000 6,000,000 

GERMANY** 76,000,000 23,000,000 

ITALY 44,000,000 2,000,000 

JAPAN 71,000,000 6,000,000 
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Tools of the 
Blitzkrieg 
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Motorized 
vehicles 
allowed 
German 

infantry to 
keep up with 

the tanks 
giving the 

panzer 
(tank) 

divisions 
infantry 

support when 
needed 
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German tanks were used 
in mass formations in the 

beginning of the war, 
while Allied tank units 
were often divided into 
smaller units to support 

infantry. 
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German panzer 
divisions were 
equipped with 
mobile artillery 

and assault guns 
providing both 

direct and indirect 
fire on a mobile 

battlefield 
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STUKA DIVEBOMBERS 
PROVIDED DIRECT 

ARTILLERY SUPPORT 
FOR ADVANCING 
TROOPS. IT WAS  

SLOW AND NEEDED 
PROTECTION FROM 
GERMAN FIGHTER 
PLANES TO AVOID 

BEING SHOT DOWN.  
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HITLER CONQUERED DENMARK, NORWAY, 
NETHERLANDS, BELGIUM, AND LUXEMBOURG 
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MAGINOT LINE 
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FRENCH AND BRITISH TROOPS TRAPPED AT DUNKIRK 
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ALLIED TROOPS ESCAPE THE 
ADVANCING GERMAN FORCES.  

HUNDREDS OF SHIPS FROM 
GREAT BRITAIN CAME TO TAKE 

THEM OFF THE DUNKIRK 
BEACHES AND BACK TO 

ENGLAND. 
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AFTER THE GERMANS LEFT DUNKIRK, THEY TURNED SOUTH 
AND DEFEATED THE REMAINING FRENCH ARMIES 
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GERMAN TROOPS ENTER PARIS 
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HITLER 
VISITS 

PARIS FOR 
THE FIRST 
AND LAST 

TIME 
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FRANCE 
UNDER 

GERMAN      
CONTROL 
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FRENCH RESISTANCE 
FIGHTERS AGAINST 
GERMAN OCCUPIERS            

OF FRANCE 
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August 1940: Which nation will be Hitler's next target for 
conquest? 
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GREAT BRITAIN GETS A NEW PRIME 
MINISTER: WINSTON CHURCHILL 
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    To conquer Great Britain, Hitler would have to cross the English 
Channel. First he would have to destroy the Royal Air Force 

(RAF) and gain control of the air. 
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GERMAN 
LUFTWAFFE 

ROYAL 
AIRFORCE 

960 500 

760 700 

2840 PLANES  915 PLANES 

STATISTICS OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
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    DORNIER 
BOMBER 

JU88 BOMBER 

ME110 
FIGHTER 
BOMBER 
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ME 109 

   FW 
190 
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RADAR PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN 
DEFEATING THE GERMAN AIR FORCE AND 

PREVENTING HITLER  FROM INVADING 
BRITAIN 
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Radio broadcast describing 
German bombing raids on 
England in 1940. 
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Defense spending increased as the U.S. 
realizes it must prepare for eventual war 

against the aggressors. 
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THE ROBIN MOOR WAS CLEARLY MARKED 
AS A MERCHANT VESSEL FROM THE USA  
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    Convoys increased the merchant ships 
chances of surviving the ocean voyage 
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The world is shocked when Germany and the USSR sign a 
Non-Aggression Pact, promising not to attack each other 
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HITLER WANTED TO AVOID A TWO 
FRONT WAR 
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Although the USSR had more of everything, most of 
their equipment was out of date and could not stand up 

to modern German weapons; however, the new KV1 
and T34 Russian tanks in Modern USSR were superior to 

German tanks.  
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T34 RUSSIAN MEDIUM TANK 

SUPERIOR TO 
ANY GERMAN 
TANK AT THE 
TIME, 1941 
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OPERATION BARBAROSSA 
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GERMANS ADVANCE ACROSS USSR 
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BATTLE OF MOSCOW 

Moscow 
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RUSSIAN POSTER 
ENCOURAGING TROOPS 

TO DEFEND MOSCOW 

THE GERMANS WERE PUSHED 
BACK BUT THEY REGROUPED 

AND WERE READY TO 
ATTACK THE NEXT SPRING 

AFTER BEATING BACK 
SOVIET COUNTERATTACKS. 
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RUSSIAN MIXED TANK AND SKI INFANTRY TEAM ADVANCE ON 
GERMAN POSITIONS. 



82 



83 

German 1942 offensives in the Soviet Union 
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PHOTOS 
FROM THE 
BATTLE OF 

STALINGRAD 
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STALINGRAD: A CITY IN RUINS 
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While the Germans were engaged in vicious fighting inside Stalingrad the 
Russians prepared a counterattack named Operation Uranus, succeeded in 
surrounding the German 6th army. Arrow one shows the ultimate goal of 
the Russian attack: to cut off the German armies fighting in the Caucasus 

mountains. 

THE RUSSIANS 
SPRING A TRAP ! 
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PLANES 

STATISTICS 
AT THE START 

OF 
OPERATION 

URANUS  
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HITLER’S TROOPS ARE STOPPED 
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THE GERMANS RETREATED HUNDREDS OF MILES 
BEFORE THEY HALTED, COUNTERATTACKED AND 
STOPPED THE SOVIET WINTER 42-43 OFFENSIVE 
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GERMANS RETREATED FROM STALINGRAD 
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IN THE SPRING 
AND SUMMER OF 

1943, HITLER 
DECIDED ON 

ANOTHER  
OFFENSIVE ON THE 
EASTERN FRONT.  

THIS WOULD LEAD 
TO THE GREATEST 
TANK BATTLE IN 
HISTORY, THE 

BATTLE OF KURSK. 

MAP SHOWS THE 
SITUATION AFTER THE 

END OF THE SOVIET 
1942 WINTER 

OFFENSIVE 
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MAP OF THE 
KURSK 

BULGE. THE 
GERMAN 

GOAL WAS 
TO 

SURROUND 
AND 

DESTROY 
ALL THE 
RUSSIAN 

ARMIES AND 
RESERVES 

DEFENDING 
THE AREA 

INSIDE THE 
BULGE. 
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ARMOR STRENGTH AT THE START OF THE 
KURSK CAMPAIGN OPERATION CITADEL 
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THE GERMANS 
USED NEW 
ARMORED 

VEHICLES FOR 
THEIR KURSK 
OFFENSIVE 

HEAVY TIGER TANK PANTHER TANK, OFTEN 
CALLED THE BEST TANK OF 

WW II 

FERDINAND, HEAVY ASSAULT GUN 
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GERMAN TIGER TANKS BURNING AT KURSK 
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THE GERMANS SUFFERED HEAVY LOSSES AT THE 
HANDS OF THE SOVIETS AND THEY COULD NOT 

RECOVER 

NUMBER OF LOST TANKS, ARTILLERY, AND MEN 
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Film from USSR sources showing Soviet troops 
fighting 
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• JAPANESE SNEAK ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR 

• JAPAN’S CONQUESTS IN ASIA 

• BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA 

• BATTLE OF MIDWAY, TURNING POINT IN THE 
PACIFIC THEATER 
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MILITARY JAPAN ALLIED 
(US, BRITAIN, 

NETHERLANDS) 

BATTLESHIPS 10 10 

CARRIERS 11 3 

CRUISERS 41 37 

DESTROYERS 129 93 

SUBMARINES 67 70 

ARMY 
DIVISIONS 

51 14 

AIRPLANES 4300 1000 

MILITARY STRENGTH AT THE START OF THE WAR IN THE 
PACIFIC                                                               

Numbers do not include Allied military forces elsewhere in the 
world 
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The war in the Pacific from Pearl Harbor to Midway 

JAPANESE DECEMBER 1941 CONQUESTS 
 US FLEET AT PEARL HARBOR DEVASTATED BY 
JAPANESE ATTACK ON DEC. 7TH  

 INVASION OF MALAYA DEC. 7-25 

 US AIRFORCES IN THE PHILIPPINES DESTROYED 
ON DEC. 7TH AND 8TH 

 US ISLAND OF GUAM CAPTURED BY JAPANESE 
TROOPS DEC. 11TH 

 TARAWA AND MAKIN ISLANDS ATTACKED, DEC. 
9TH AND 10TH  

 BORNEO INVADED DEC. 20TH  
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JAPANESE  1942 ADVANCES 
 JAPAN INVADES DUTCH BORNEO, TIMOR, CELEBES, 
JAN. 11 

 SINGAPORE FALLS, 36,000 JAPANESE CAPTURE 
85,000 ALLIED SOLDIERS, FEB. 15TH 

 RANGOON AND BURMA CAPTURED ON MAR. 10TH 

 US SURRENDERS THE PHILIPPINES ON MAY 6TH  

 JAPANESE PORT MORESBY INVASION FLEET 
TURNED BACK AT NAVAL BATTLE OF CORAL SEA ON 
MAY 7TH 
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U.S. SURRENDERS THE 
PHILIPPINES AND OVER 
70,000 AMERICAN AND 
FILIPINO SOLDIERS GO 

INTO JAPANESE 
CAPTIVITY WHERE 

MANY DIED OF 
MALNUTRITION AND 

MISTREATMENT. 
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BATAAN DEATH MARCH AND THE HORROR OF JAPANESE 
CAPTIVITY 
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BATTLE OF THE 
CORAL SEA      

MAY 7-8, 1942 
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118 COURTESY OF PACIFIC NAVAL BATTLES at http://www.combinedfleet.com/map.htm 

The Japanese were planning an invasion of Port Moresby on 
the southern tip of New Guinea. A U.S. carrier task force 
engaged them in a battle which was technically a draw, 

although the U.S. won when the Japanese decided to withdraw 
and call off their invasion.  
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THE UNITED STATES STRIKES BACK: 
THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY, JUNE 1942 

JOSEPH ROCHEFORT:  NAVAL 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER WHO LED 

THE TEAM THAT BROKE THE 
JAPANESE MILITARY CODE 

“PURPLE” THAT ALLOWED THE US 
TO READ 10% TO 15% OF THEIR 
CODE AND ALLOWED THE US TO 

PLAN FOR A JAPANESE  ATTACK ON 
THE US BASE ON MIDWAY ISLAND. 

WHERE THE JAPANESE WOULD STRIKE AFTER CORAL SEA 
WAS THE CRUCIAL QUESTION. THE US HAD THREE 

CARRIERS TO COUNTER ANY JAPANESE OFFENSIVE MOVE 
BUT THEY NEEDED TO KNOW WHERE THEY SHOULD BE 

SENT. 
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MIDWAY  
ISLAND 

MIDWAY UNDER 
ATTACK 
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AT MIDWAY 
THE MOST 

IMPORTANT 
SHIPS 
WERE 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIERS 

WHOSE 
PLANES 

DECIDED 
THE VICTOR 
AND LOSER. 
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USS 
YORKTOWN 

HIT BY 
JAPANESE 
CARRIER 

PLANES. IT 
WAS THE 

ONLY 
CARRIER 
THE U.S. 

LOST. THE 
JAPANESE 
LOST FOUR 
CARRIERS 
AND ALL 
THEIR 

PILOTS. 
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CARRIERS DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST 
AERIAL ATTACK 
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U.S. CARRIER DIVE BOMBERS PREPARE TO 
STRIKE JAPANESE CARRIERS AT MIDWAY 
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U.S. CARRIER 
AIRPLANES 
WON THE 

BATTLE OF 
MIDWAY 

F-4 WILDCAT 
FIGHTER 

DAUNTLESS 
DIVE BOMBER 
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ONE OF THE 
FOUR 

JAPANESE 
CARRIERS 
SUNK AT 
MIDWAY. 
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JAPANESE SHIPS SINKING AFTER ATTACKS 
BY US DIVE BOMBERS 
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ATTACK ON JAPANESE CRUISERS MOGAMI 
AND MIKUMA BY US DIVE BOMBERS 
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THE U.S. VICTORY AT MIDWAY WAS A 
DEVASTATING DEFEAT FOR JAPAN AND A 

TURNING POINT IN THE PACIFIC WAR. NOW 
THE UNITED STATES COULD GO ON THE 

OFFENSIVE WINNING BACK THE ISLANDS 
CONQUERED BY JAPAN IN THE FIRST SIX 

MONTHS OF THE WAR. 
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• FIGHTING IN NORTH AFRICA 

• FIGHTING IN SICILY 

• FIGHTING IN ITALY 
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NORTH AFRICA, SICILY AND ITALY 
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GERMAN GENERAL ROMMEL KNOWN AS THE “DESERT FOX” 
FOR HIS BRILLIANT LEADERSHIP IN NORTH AFRICA 
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BRITISH GENERAL BERNARD MONTGOMERY, VICTOR IN 
THE DESERT WAR IN NORTH AFRICA 
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THE END IN NORTH AFRICA: GERMAN TROOPS 
SURRENDERING TO ALLIED FORCES 
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INVASION OF SICILY AND ITALY 
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The Allied invasion of Italy began in 1943 and 
was still in progress when Germany surrendered 
in 1945. The Italian campaign had little impact 

on the overall outcome of the war. 
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• GUADALCANAL 

• ISLAND HOPPING CAMPAIGN 
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143 GUADALCANAL AND FLORIDA ISLAND 
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Landings on Guadalcanal August 7-8, 1942            
First U.S. offensive in the Pacific 
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HENDERSON 
FIELD 

GUADALCANAL 

ONE OF THE GOALS 
OF THE 

GUADALCANAL 
INVASION WAS TO 

SEIZE THE 
AIRFIELD THE 

JAPANESE WERE 
BUILDING 

FIRST U.S. PLANE 
LANDS ON 

HENDERSON FIELD 



146 

THE JAPANESE STRUCK BACK AT THE MARINES ON 
GUADALCANAL 

A SEESAW LAND, AIR AND SEA 
BATTLE BEGAN WITH BOTH 

SIDES FEEDING IN 
REINFORCEMENTS UNTIL A 

FINAL US VICTORY IN 
FEBRUARY OF 1943 
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MAJOR 
PACIFIC 

LAND 
BATTLES.  

THE 
DROPPING 

OF THE 
ATOMIC 

BOMB ON 
JAPAN 

ELIMINATED 
THE NEED 

TO INVADE 
THE 

JAPANESE 
HOME 

ISLANDS 
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• AMERICAN ECONOMY BOOMS 

• CIVILIAN CONTRIBUTION TO THE WAR 
EFFORT 

• WOMEN AND MINORITIES 

• INTERNMENT CAMPS 
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FEDERAL SPENDING INCREASE 
IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS, 

1940-1945 
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RATIONING 

GASOLINE LINE 
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TO LEARN 
HOW TO 

USE 
RATIONING 

STAMPS, 
THESE 

SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 
SET UP A 
BOOTH 
WITH 

CHARTS 
AND 

PRODUCTS 
TO FIGURE 
OUT HOW 
TO BUY 
NEEDED 
GOODS 
DURING 
THE WAR 
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The public school children of the South-Central District of 
Chicago purchased $263,148. 83 in war bonds and 

stamps...a huge check representing enough money for 
125 jeeps, two pursuit planes and motorcycle. 
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Women played an important role in the war effort on the 
homefront 
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MARINES IN DRESS UNIFORM 

FIRST BLACK 
MARINE RECRUIT, 

WILLIAM 
BALDWIN 
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TUSKEGEE 
AIRMEN 



161 

THE 442ND 
INFANTRY 
UNIT WAS 

MADE UP OF 
JAPANESE 

AMERICANS 

THEY WERE 
THE MOST 
HIGHLY 

DECORATED 
UNIT IN THE 

MILITARY 
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The Navajo Code 
Talkers helped 

maintain security 
by transmitting 

orders in a Navajo 
code that the 

Japanese were 
unable to break 
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THESE POSTERS 
WERE PUT UP IN 

LOS ANGELES,  
INSTRUCTING 

PEOPLE OF 
JAPANESE 
DESCENT, 

CITIZENS AND 
NON-CITIZENS 

ALIKE, TO 
REPORT TO THE 
CIVIL CONTROL 
STATION TO BE 
DEPORTED TO 

THE CAMPS 
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JAPANESE 
AMERICAN 

GIRL WAITS 
WITH HER 
FAMILY’S 

BELONGINGS 
TO BE 

EVACUATED 
TO AN 

INTERNMENT 
CAMP 
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JAPANESE INTERNMENT CAMPS 

THE DOTS 
REPRESENT THE 

LOCATION OF THE 
CAMPS 
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Despite 
improved 
economic 

opportunities 
African 

Americans still 
suffered 

discrimination in 
housing and 

other areas. In 
Detroit tensions 
erupted into full 
scale rioting in 
the summer of 
1943, where 34 
people lost their 

lives. 
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RACIAL 
TENSIONS 

IN LOS 
ANGELES 

LED TO THE 
“ZOOT 
SUIT” 
RIOTS, 
1943 
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HOW AMERICA CHANGED AFTER 
WWII 

AFTER THE WAR,  
AMERICA ABANDONED 

 ISOLATIONISM 

WOMEN AND 
MINORITIES FOUND 
NEW EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

THE GREAT 
DEPRESSION WAS 

FINALLY OVER AND A 
NEW PERIOD OF 

PROSPERITY BEGAN 

BARRIERS TO BLACK 
PARTICIPATION IN THE 

ECONOMY AND MILITARY 
DURING THE WAR LED TO 

THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT 
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• ALLIES INVADE FRANCE 

• BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

• SOVIET ADVANCE INTO EASTERN 
EUROPE AND GERMANY 

• HOLOCAUST 

• GERMANY SURRENDERS 
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ALLIES PLAN FOR THE INVASION OF NAZI 
OCCUPIED FRANCE 

THE BLUE LINES 
REPRESENT THE 

INVASION ROUTES 
ACROSS THE 

ENGLISH CHANNEL 
FOR THE ALLIED 

SHIPS 
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BUILDUP FOR D-DAY 
IN ENGLAND:  

3,000,000 men in 52 
divisions  

80,000 trucks             
10,000 tanks  

60,000,000 C and K 
rations  

5200 bombers               
5500 fighters  

2400 transport planes 
from 163 airfields  

1200 naval ships: 2 
battleships, 23 cruisers, 

105 destroyers  
2500 landing craft  
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D-DAY 
INVASION 
BEACHES 
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D-day:  the Allied invasion of Nazi occupied 
Western Europe 

D-Day Statistics 
 General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Allied supreme 
commander 

 Nine allied divisions invaded 
on D-Day, 3 airborne and 6 
infantry, 150,000 soldiers 

 12,000 planes 

 5,000 ships escorted the 
invasion force 

 20,000 troops were landed by 
air either parachute or gliders 
to protect the flanks of the 
invasion force from German 
counterattacks 
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SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER GENERAL EISENHOWER SPEAKS 
WITH PARATROOPERS JUST BEFORE THEY EMBARK TO JUMP 

INTO NAZI OCCUPIED FRANCE 
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THOUSANDS 
OF ALLIED 
SOLDIERS 
ENTERED 
BATTLE 

FROM THE 
AIR 



178 

THOUSANDS OF 
TROOPS ARRIVED 

IN FRANCE ON 
TOWED GLIDERS. 
MANY CRASHED, 
KILLING THEIR 

PILOTS AND 
PASSENGERS. 
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PHOTO TAKEN AS AMERICAN SOLDIERS ADVANCE 
ONTO FRENCH BEACH UNDER GERMAN FIRE. 
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A HEAVY PRICE WAS PAID FOR THE 
SUCCESSFUL INVASION OF FRANCE 
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CARGO SHIPS 
BEING UNLOADED 
ON THE INVASION 

BEACHES TO  
SUPPLY THE 
INVADING 

ARMIES 
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U.S. TROOPS 
ADVANCE 
OFF THE 

INVASION 
BEACHES 

AFTER 
DEFEATING 

THE GERMAN 
COASTAL 

DEFENDERS 
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From June 6th to July 
25th the Allied armies 
were bogged down in 
Normandy unable to 
break through the 

tough German 
defenses. The bocage or 

hedgerows of 
Normandy made any 
advance extremely 

difficult. 

Hedgerow cutters mounted on tanks 
helped break through the bocage 

country 
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MAP OF ALLIED BREAK OUT FROM NORMANDY: 
OPERATION COBRA 
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Hitler saw the breakout 
as an opportunity to 

restore the front. 
Bringing the 2nd, 116th, 
and 1st and 2nd Panzer 

SS Divisions hastily 
westward, he issued 
orders for Operation 

"Lüttich," designed to 
drive behind the point of 
the American spearhead 

and reach the sea at 
Avranches. However, 
Ultra interceptions of 
German cipher traffic 

alerted the Americans to 
the danger, and, when 

Lüttich opened on 
August 7, heavy antitank 
defenses were in place. 

The offensive was 
stopped and defeated in 

its tracks.  
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Enigma machine decoded the German ultra 
code giving the Allies access to German 

military plans 

CAPTURED 
GERMAN ULTRA 

CODING 
MACHINE 



188 

Allies advance rapidly across France after breaking 
out of Normandy in Operation Cobra. 
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U.S. TROOPS MARCH IN A VICTORY PARADE AFTER 
THE LIBERATION OF PARIS IN LATE AUGUST 1944 
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AMERICANS 
CAPTURED IN THE 

BATTLE OF THE 
BULGE 
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Killed, wounded, 
captured, missing 
at the Battle of the 

Bulge 

Both sides lost massive 
amounts of men and 

equipment but while the 
Americans could easily make 
up the losses the Germans 

could not and the war would 
be over within months 
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MAP FROM UNITED STATES 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
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Sign reads: "City of Hersbruck. 
This lovely city of Hersbruck, 

this glorious spot of earth, was 
created only for Germans and 

not for Jews. Jews are therefore 
not welcome." Hersbruck, 

Germany, May 4, 1935. 

HITLER BEGINS HIS PROPAGANDA OF ANTI-
SEMITISM 
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HITLER’S NEXT 
STEP WAS TO ISSUE 

IDENTIFICATION 
CARDS TO ALL 

PEOPLE LIVING IN 
GERMAN 

TERRITORIES. 
JEWISH CARDS HAD 
A YELLOW STAR TO 
EASILY IDENTIFY 

THEM. 

HITLER THEN MADE 
JEWS WEAR THE 

YELLOW STAR ANY 
TIME THEY LEFT 
THEIR HOMES 
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JEWS ARE ROUNDED UP AND DEPORTED TO EXTERMINATION 
CAMPS 

MAP FROM 
UNITED 
STATES 

HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM 
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WARSAW GHETTO 
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AS HITLER CONQUERS NEW TERRITORIES, HE EXPANDS THE 
LOCATION OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS OUTSIDE OF 

GERMANY 

MAP FROM UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
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DEATH 
CAME 

IN 
MANY 
FORMS  

EINSATZGRUPPEN  STARVATION 

ZYKLON B POISON 
GAS 

GAS CHAMBER 
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THE END 
APPROACHES 

FOR NAZI 
GERMANY 

AND HITLER 
AS THE U.S., 

BRITAIN 
AND CANADA 

ATTACK 
FROM THE 

WEST WHILE 
THE 

RUSSIANS 
MASSIVELY 

ATTACK 
FROM THE 

EAST 
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STRATEGIC 
BOMBING 

CAMPAIGN OVER 
GERMANY, 
1942-1945 
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From February 4-11 1945, the 
following issues were addressed: 
world organization, declaration on 
liberated Europe, dismemberment 

of Germany, zone of occupation 
for the French, reparations, 

Poland, and finally Yugoslavia. 
Agreements regarding entry of the 
Soviet Union into the war against 

Japan were also outlined. 
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U.S. TROOPS 
ENTER 

GERMANY FROM 
THE WEST 

WHILE RUSSIAN 
SOLDIERS 

ATTACK FROM 
THE EAST. 
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U.S. TROOPS MOVE THROUGH A GERMAN VILLAGE WHERE EVERY 
HOUSE IS FLYING A WHITE FLAG OF SURRENDER 
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RUSSIAN ARMIES SURROUND BERLIN. THE BATTLE 
LASTED FROM APRIL 16TH TO MAY 2ND 1945. 
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Russian soldiers capture the Reichstag symbolizing the capture 
of Berlin and the end of Hitler's murderous Nazi regime. Over 

70,000 Russian soldiers were killed taking the Nazi capitol city. 
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Hitler commits suicide as the Russians approach his 
underground bunker in Berlin 
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NEWSPAPERS 
CELEBRATE THE 
SURRENDER OF 

GERMANY BUT WARN 
THERE IS STILL JAPAN 

TO DEFEAT 
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• IWO JIMA, OKINAWA, AND THE 
KAMIKAZES 

• FIREBOMBING OF JAPAN 

• PROPOSED OPERATION DOWNFALL 

• HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI 
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MAP SHOWING INVASIONS OF IWO JIMA AND 
OKINAWA 

OKINAWA 

IWO JIMA 
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THE JAPANESE ISLAND FORTRESS OF IWO JIMA WAS 
INVADED IN FEBRUARY OF 1945 

IT WAS INVADED BECAUSE: 

 IT COULD BE USED TO SUPPORT B-29 BOMBER RAIDS ON 
JAPAN BY PROVIDING BASES FOR FIGHTER PLANES TO 
PROTECT THE BOMBERS AND AN EMERGENCY LANDING STRIP 

 TO KNOCK OUT 3 AIRFIELDS BEING USED FOR KAMIKAZE 
ATTACKS ON US SHIPS 

LANDING 
BEACH ON 
IWO JIMA 
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Photos of the vicious fighting on Iwo 
Jima. 
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Famous photograph 
of the flag raising on 
Mount Suribachi on 

Iwo Jima taken by Joe 
Rosenthal in February 

of 1945 
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The U.S. suffered terrible causalities on Iwo 
Jima, losing an estimated 20,000 soldiers. 

Total U.S. losses, mostly Marines, were 
6,821 killed, 19,217 wounded, and 2,648 

cases of combat fatigue. Worse was to come 
when the U.S. invaded Okinawa.   
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STRATEGIC BOMBING 
CAMPAIGN OVER 

JAPAN, 1944-1945 
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ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 

OKINAWA 



223 U.S. INVASION MAPS OF OKINAWA 
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The battles at Okinawa and Iwo Jima took place late in the war 
when both the Japanese and Americans were well skilled in island 

warfare.  Both sides had developed lethal weapons and tactics 
which resulted in high causalities and savage fighting. 

Picture of entrance 
to cave above 
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American casualties on Okinawa would exceed 68,000. 
Of the nearly 16,000 servicemen killed the burden fell 

to the naval forces: 8,343 dead sailors, coast 
guardsmen and marines, the highest toll in naval 

history. Much of the naval loss was due to the Japanese 
use of kamikaze suicide plane attacks. 



226 



227 

KAMIKAZE 

Kamikazes were the 
suicide attacks the 

Japanese began late in 
the war when they 

realized they could not 
defeat conventional US 

forces. While the attacks 
were made mainly in 

aircrafts against US ships  
there were other types of 

kamikaze vehicles as 
well.  These included 

small boats, flying human 
missiles or  ohkas, 

human torpedoes and 
even the great battleship 

Yamato. 
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PICTURES OF KAMIKAZES, AND U.S. SHIPS HIT BY 
SUICIDE PLANES 
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U.S. SHIPS 
HIT BY 

KAMIKAZES 
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KAMIKAZE 
TRYING TO 

CRASH INTO 
A U.S. 

WARSHIP 
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All combined 
kamikaze 
operations 

combined sunk 34 
ships, and damaged 

288 ships. 
The most damage 

done by kamikaze’s 
was at Okinawa 

where  1465 suicide 
planes sank 30 

ships and damages 
130 more. 

The horrendous losses the U.S. suffered at Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa combined with the devastating 
kamikaze attacks was only a prelude to the 

slaughter which happened when the U.S. invaded 
the Japanese home islands 

US losses at both battles 
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OPERATION DOWNFALL: PLANNED INVASION OF JAPAN 
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PRESIDENT 
FRANKLIN 
DELANO 

ROOSEVELT 
DIED ON 
APRIL 12, 

1945. 
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APRIL 12TH 1945, VICE PRESIDENT HARRY 
TRUMAN TAKES THE OATH TO BECOME 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

TO SAVE LIVES 
AND END THE 
WAR QUICKLY 

PRESIDENT 
TRUMAN GAVE 
THE ORDER TO 

USE THE 
ATOMIC BOMB 

ON JAPAN 
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JULY 16, 1945, TRINITY, FIRST EXPLOSION OF 
AN ATOMIC BOMB IN THE NEW MEXICO DESERT 
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MODEL OF “LITTLE 
BOY” ATOMIC BOMB 

THE CREW OF THE 
ENOLA GAY, PLANE 
THAT DROPPED THE 

FIRST ATOMIC 
BOMB ON JAPAN 

ENOLA GAY, PLANE THAT 
DROPPED THE BOMB 
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THE FIRST ATOMIC 
BOMB WAS 

DROPPED ON THE 
CITY OF 

HIROSHIMA AUGUST 6TH, 1945, 70,000 
KILLED AND EVEN MORE 

WOUNDED 
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A second atomic bomb 
was dropped on Nagasaki 

and the Japanese 
surrendered 

AUGUST 9TH, 40,000 KILLED 
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FOREIGN MINISTER SHIGEMITSU SIGNS JAPANESE 
SURRENDER DOCUMENT 
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VJ DAY, AUGUST 14, 1945  WORLD WAR II ENDS 
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CAPTURED NAZI LEADERS ON TRIAL FOR THEIR 
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY  
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HIDEKI TOJO, 
FORMER 

JAPANESE 
PREMIER AND 

WAR MINISTER, 
TAKES THE STAND 

DURING THE 
JAPANESE WAR 
CRIMES TRIALS.  
HE WAS FOUND 
GUILTY OF WAR 

CRIMES AND 
HANGED. 
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U.S. History PowerPoint presentations 

Colonization to Reconstruction: Early 
U.S. Review 

Colonial Era 

American Revolution 

The New Nation: Washington to J.Q. 
Adams 

First Industrial Revolution in America: 
1790-1860 

Slavery 

Westward Movement 

Expansion and Reform: 1820-1860 

Causes of the Civil War 

Civil War 

Reconstruction 

Miners, Ranchers, Farmers, and Native 
Americans: 1865-1900 

Rise of Industrial America 

Response to Industrialism 

Immigration and Urbanization 

America becomes a world power: 
Imperialism 

The Progressive Era 

Please visit our website which contains sample 
slides from all of our PowerPoint presentations: 

www.multimedialearning.org  

We send out monthly newsletters containing 
free downloads to subscribers. If you are 

connected to the internet simply click on the on 
the following link: 

Sign up to receive our email newsletter 
containing specials and free downloads If you 

are not on the internet, please visit our 
homepage at www.multimedialearning.org and 

sign up.  

The U.S. and World War One 

1920’s 

Great Depression and New Deal: 1930’s 

Causes of World War Two 

World War Two 

1950’s 

1960’s 

Civil Rights Movement 

Cold War: Truman to Kennedy  

Cold War: Johnson to the fall of the Berlin Wall 

Vietnam 

Late History Overview: 1970s, 1980s, 1990s 

America’s Smaller Wars: 1798-1991 
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World History PowerPoint 
presentations: 

Kingdoms and Empires in the Fertile 
Crescent: Sumer to Persia 

Ancient Egypt: Neolithic to Roman Conquest 

Aegean Civilizations 

Ancient Rome 

Medieval Europe 

Black Death and other great pandemics  

India, and Southeast Asia 

History of Africa 

Mesoamerican and Andean Civilizations 

Islamic Civilization 

China: Ancient Civilization to the Communist 
Revolution 

The Conquest of Mexico 

The Renaissance 

The Enlightenment 

The Industrial Revolution  

HMS Historical Media, a division of Multimedia Learning, LLC, has 28 
classroom ready historical simulation games available on various topics.  

Please visit our website which 
contains sample slides from all of 

our PowerPoint presentations: 
www.multimedialearning.org  

We send out monthly newsletters 
containing free downloads to 

subscribers. If you are connected 
to the internet simply click on the 

on the following link: 
Sign up to receive our email 

newsletter containing specials 
and free downloads If you are not 

on the internet, please visit our 
homepage at 

www.multimedialearning.org and 
sign up.  

French Revolution 

European Imperialism 1800-1914 

Nationalism in Europe 1830-1914 

World War I 

Europe Between the Wars 

World War II 
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U.S. Government PowerPoint 
presentations 

Congress 

Presidency 

Judiciary 

Bureaucracy 

Please visit our website which contains sample slides from all of 
our PowerPoint presentations: www.multimedialearning.org  

We send out monthly newsletters containing free downloads to 
subscribers. If you are connected to the internet simply click on 

the on the following link: 
Sign up to receive our email newsletter containing specials and 
free downloads If you are not on the internet, please visit our 

homepage at www.multimedialearning.org and sign up.  


